Yersinia enterocolitica is currently recognized as an important human pathogen associated with a variety of clinical syndromes, particularly gastroenteritis (1) . Recently, it was demonstrated by the suckling mouse bioassay that some strains produce a heat-stable enterotoxin (ST) which resembles the Escherichia coli ST (2, 8, 9, 11) . Current reports indicate that among human-derived strains, the prevalence of enterotoxigenicity is high (10, 11). In our laboratory, however, the search for such a potential pathogenic property in some human isolates showed that frequently the ratios of gut weight to remaining body weight obtained by the suckling mouse bioassay were very close to the cutoff value between positive and negative results (0.083). Nevertheless, the mice often developed diarrhea by the end of the 4-h incubation period normally used in the assay (4 (3, 6) and reported as ST positive (5) . The remaining 15 Y. enterocolitica strains assayed were isolated in our laboratory from infants with diarrhea by the methodology described previously (12) . Serotyping of these strains was kindly performed by H. H. Mollared by the Wauters scheme (13) at the Centre National des Yersinia, Institut Pasteur, Paris, France. Culture filtrates were obtained from these bacteria as described by Pai and Mors (9) . A sample of the culture filtrate obtained from Y. enterocolitica strain WA grown at 37°C was also assayed. For the ST assay, groups of four 2-to 4-day-old suckling mice randomly distributed by age were inoculated through the abdominal wall into the milk-filled stomach with 0.1 ml of culture filtrate from each sample. After incubation periods of 30 min and 1, 2, 3, and 4 h, the mice were killed, and the ratio of gut weight to remaining body weight was calculated. Values greater than 0.083 were considered positive. Figure 1 shows the curves observed for the ratios of gut weight to remaining body weight calculated at regular intervals for ST from E. coli and Y. enterocolitica strain WA. E. coli ST gave the maximum ratio after 4 
